All neurons express some form of voltage-gated Ca channels, but one particular type has been gaining attention for its role in rhythmically active neurons: L-type. Early reports of L-type Ca channels characterised them as giving rise to a slow persistent current that was sensitive to dihydropyridines and activated at high voltage levels, i.e. positive to -10 mV . The high voltage needed for activation of these channels presented a conundrum for electrophysiologists who were recording dihydropyridine-sensitive persistent Ca currents that seemed to display a low-voltage activation (LVA). It was then discovered that L-type channels could be made with one of two different Ca current, and that their dendritic localization is an important ingredient in neurons that exhibit rhythmic firing . et al [2] C D D D 2+ [3] 5/7/04 12:28 PM Ovid: Jones: Neuroreport, Volume 12(9). July 3, 2001.A64 
